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As of 2025, the People''s Republic of China has three active aircraft carriers in the Surface Force of the

People''s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN), namely the Liaoning, Shandong and Fujian. A fourth carrier,

currently called &quot;Type 004&quot; and thought to feature nuclear propulsion, has been under

construction since 2024. Wang Yunfei, a retired PLA Navy officer, and other naval experts projected in

2018-2019 that China might possess five or six aircraft carriers by the 2030s. In December 2025, the US

Defense Department

Construction work at a shipyard in Dalian, in China''s Liaoning province, reveals a module that is consistent

with an aircraft carrier -- which ...

A detailed look at how China aircraft carriers signal Beijing''s naval ambition, advancing from ski-jump decks

to EMALS-equipped supercarriers shaping Indo-Pacific dynamics.

But today, Chinese shipyards are capable of churning out much more modern carriers like Shandong and

Fujian. Reportedly, China is already ...

Though China has made rapid progress in building a fleet of aircraft carriers, it lacks the numbers and

technical maturity to challenge the United ...

China''s fourth aircraft carrier, known as Type 004, is taking shape at the Dalian shipyard, a next-generation

vessel built for power projection with ...

China''s aircraft carrier program has made very significant strides in recent years, not only integrating the

world''s first non-U.S. electromagnetic propulsion system ...

All of China''s vessels are conventionally powered, although there''s evidence that it''s pursuing a

nuclear-powered design. Furthermore, while only ...
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The question now is whether this trajectory leads to a dangerous arms race or a new equilibrium with clearer

rules of engagement. Either way, ...

China''s carriers are not nuclear-powered, limiting how long and how far they can sail. Estimates put the

Fujian''s operational range at 8,000 to 10,000 nautical miles.
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